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Barkha, the graded reading series is developed for 
students of Grade I and II. The objective of the series 
is to provide opportunity to young children to engage 
with books and read meaningfully. Gradation across 
levels has been achieved by variation in syntax, 
number of words and complexity of sub-plots. Barkha 
facilitates reading for pleasure in children and helps 
them become fluent readers. Children find everyday 
events as interesting as stories; hence, all the stories 
of Barkha are based on their daily life experiences. 
The stories of Barkha are spread out in four levels 
and five themes— (i) Relationships; (ii) Birds-Animals; 
(iii) Musical Instruments, Games and Toys; (iv) Around 
us and (v) Food. Another objective of the reading series 
is to provide plenty of books to children. It also helps 
in cognitive development of children in all curricular 
domains. 

It is suggested that Barkha books be kept at a place 
in the classroom where children have easy access.
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Just Like Me

Bua 

Deepa

Rani

Mummy



One day, Rani’s bua* came to her house.
Bua brought her little daughter with her.
Her daughter’s name was Deepa.

* bua – father’s sister
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Rani took Deepa in her lap.
Rani started playing with Deepa. 
Deepa is only one year old.
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Rama too came there.
She also started playing with Rani.
Rama and Rani played a lot with Deepa.
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Bua said that Deepa looks like Rani.
Mummy also said that Deepa looks like Rani.
Rani started looking at Deepa carefully.
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Rani made Deepa sit on the bed. She compared 
her arm with Deepa’s arm. She found Deepa’s 
arm thinner and her own arm fatter.

6



Rani opened Deepa’s mouth.
She looked for Deepa’s teeth.
Deepa had only four teeth and Rani had lots.
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Rani matched her feet to Deepas’s feet. 
Deepa’s feet were small and Rani’s big.
Deepa’s feet were thin and Rani’s fat.
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Rani compared her fingers with Deepa’s.
Deepa’s fingers were small and Rani’s big. 
Deepa’s fingers were thin and Rani’s plump.
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Rani matched Deepa’s nails to her own.
Deepa’s nails were very tender and pink.
Rani’s nails were harder and less pink.
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Rani compared her nose with Deepa’s. Rani was 
touching her nose to compare. She could not  
see it by keeping her nose next to Deepa’s.
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Rani picked Deepa up.
She took Deepa to her Bua.
Rani’s mother was also there.
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Rani told bua that Deepa was not like her.
Rani did not find Deepa like her. 
She said Deepa is not like me.
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Mother asked Rani to bring a mirror.
Rani went in to get the mirror.
She brought back a green edged mirror.
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Mother asked Rani to look into the mirror. She made 
Deepa too stand in front of the mirror. Rani started 
looking at Deepa’s and her own face in the mirror.
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Rani looked carefully at the mirror.
She found Deepa just like her.
She nodded her head and said, Deepa is like me.
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